Dear members and friends of Williston Federatedr€inu

March. Many thoughts are making their way throagh mind today. First, March
marks the beginning of Lent. | want to share withu yone of the better understandings of
this season that | read recently from St. JulidaBilparish in San Jose, California.

Lent may seem like a gloomy season, a time forsaae thoughts of mortality. We
fast from certain pleasures and struggle to becamaore loving person. Doesn’t sound
very cheerful. In fact, Lent can seem like a lothafd work. Yet in the gospel for Ash
Wednesday, Jesus tells us, “When you fast, dooo&tdloomy” (Matthew 6:16). Why? Be-
cause we know that Ash Wednesday leads to the Tiaghtruth is the Resurrection of Jesus
has already happened and the gloom of death has tefated. So the question might be
how can we not be joyful amid such incredibly gonedis? Yet, the world in which we live is
still in darkness. Everywhere we look we see paar, hunger, violence, sickness, greed,
racism, sexism and injustices of all kinds. It tageeat faith to be a joyful person amid this
constant bombardment of bad news in us and arowndyet Jesus tells us not to look
gloomy. In fact we may even want to fast from giness,, that is to fast from complaining,
from looking at the dark side of things, from feglisorry for ourselves, seeing our glass
always half empty instead of half full, whateveisithat keeps us from seeing God’s good-

ness in our lives. There is a saying that the grstasin might be failing to see the good in " #3$$%
goodness. As we enter this lent as individualsamd community, let us renew our faith in re#" "
the good news of Jesus’ resurrection. Let us discthe good that surrounds us, let us work S H S
at doing the simple things of life that keep usugded in the presence of our Creator. Let (#) *+ *+)) $%
us pray, ponder, reflect, discover and share thepdenderlying joy that Jesus Christ is with +) )
us Nnow. '+ kp o *

More thoughts. March. St. Patrick's Day. As a memtfethe O’Gorman clan, you #0 1$#$ S
can be sure we’'ll be toasting to the saints on dagt More thoughts. March. The month + 1M O

when the Board of Directors, Wider Church Ministri&nited Church of Christ, meets in (#) %
Cleveland. | have been a member of this boardifoyears and now, this month, my term h

will conclude. What a sacred privilege it has baeeerve with people deeply committed to +
God’s work among God’s people all around the gldee of my responsibilities has been 1 *
to serve as Chairperson of tme Great Hour of Sharin@ommittee. Our church family $ 2

has been so generous in the past in responsestoftlring that is a partnership of nine

Christian denominations (including the United Mettsd and United Church of Christ)

transforming lives in this country and around therld. You will hear abouOne Great 1 3 -4)
Hour of Sharingduring the month of March. The offering will be edged on Palm Sunday
(April 5). What will your generous gift accomplisttawill create sustainable sources of in-
come for rural villages, provide micro-credit to mven to start poverty-escaping business,
teach trades and job skills to people maimed bgrtanes, offer children a chance to sur-
vive past the age of 5 and go to school, help telmgmmunities ravages by natural disas-
ters and resettle refugees into new lives. As ehcis gives tdOne Great Hour of Sharing 6 #
we help families and villages around the world. Akgou.

Peace, '

*+
Pastor Joan 2 71
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44 North Williston Road
Williston VT 05495
Phone: 802-878-5792
E-mail: office@steeple.org.
RETURN SERVICE
REQUESTED
Label goes up to the line
covering these words.
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Christian Education
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Youth Ministry News
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Youth Ministry Calendar
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